INCLUSIVE EDUCATION FOR ALL
We the undersigned note:-

That representative groups for people who are blind, deaf and deaf blind have suggested that choice of special educational settings is not only important for language and literacy but for establishing peer group support which may last for a person’s life.

It has also been suggested that special educational environments for deaf persons have a further important cultural dimension.  Additionally concerns have been expressed that in less wealthy countries there are insufficient resources to provide Braille education in mainstream school and therefore the only educational setting in which blind or deaf blind people are likely to receive Braille education is in special schools.
 It is important to note that there is a diversity of views even amongst persons with sensory impairments on the issue of inclusive versus special educational environments.

We argue that effective sign language and Braille instruction can and should be provided in inclusive settings and that it is important that children and young people with sensory impairments should establish relationships with a broad range of peers if they are going to function effectively in the general community as adults. The need for peer support of other children and young people with sensory impairments and with non-disabled peers is acknowledged but it is suggested that this could be facilitated through extra curricular activities. In many countries it will never be possible to establish special schools for children with sensory impairments at a local level. As a consequence choice of special school will typically mean living away from family and community which is detrimental to the emotional and developmental needs.
In addition currently UNESCO estimates more than 40 million disabled children are not in school at all (inevitable an underestimate). In the European Union it has been demonstrated that despite rhetoric of human rights 1.3million children in primary education are being educated in segregated settings – more than 50 per cent. of disabled children in these 25 countries.
It is our view that Article 17 should not make reference to provision of or choice of segregated provision as this will re-enforce the current denial of human rights to millions of disabled children and lead to more segregated provision.
Proposal 
Therefore we propose deletion of  paragraph 3 which gives a choice of segregated schooling and propose to add a new paragraph 3:

“(a) All children and students with disabilities have the right to be educated alongside their peers regardless of the nature, origin, or degree of impairment.

(b) The impairment related needs of children or students with disabilities must be provided in a mainstream educational settings
(c) Where groups of people with particular disabilities/impairments have specific communication, social or cultural needs these be adequately provided for in the mainstream setting.

(d) All necessary training and resources must be directed to mainstream settings to achieve these objectives.                                                                              PTO….
